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ration co the struggling and straggling seaboard states
when the greatest of European states was entering on that
cycle of revolution from which neither France nor Europe
has yet emerged. The United States have stayed united: the
American People has been made.
II
IX the course of conquering America and so making Ameri-
cans, habits were adopted cut of urgent necessity which may
have survived that necessity.   There was, for example, the
need for overstatement.   To get settlers to move to America it
was necessary to paint " xAmerica the golden " in very golden
colours indeed.   Very skilled hands undertook this necessary
t'ask; good prose  writers like  Richard Hakluyt;   good   or
goodish poets like  Michael Drayton; good story-tellers of
the   "when  I was in Transylvania"  school  like   Captain
John Smith.
And once the voyage was made, the hazard of new fortunes
undertaken, pride, exultation at one's own daring, recurrent
optimism as new dreams replaced the old, led to the constant
u sale " of America to the old world. For the genuinely adven-
turous type, for the man and woman whom nature had made
ready for America, the exultation and pride were genuine.
Those who did not share in this pride and exultation were
probably ill-adopted anyway; they died or returned home or
kept quiet. They had better, for from the beginning, the
settlers had no use for "knockers/' for anybody who committed
the crime of what was to be described in a later age as "selling
America short.11
The pioneer American had a real economic as well as
emotional interest in growth, in encouraging the booster spirit.
If he wanted to stay in the new settlement which he had chosen,
he had an interest in other people staying too. Only so could
the profitable rise in values which he counted on be realized.
Only so could money be borrowed on the future prosperity
of the settlement. If the town refused to grow, if it, in fact,
was written off as a failure and abandoned by any serious